
Weather in nuučaan̓uł
ʔaaqinʔaƛḥa hitaas. (How's the weather?)

Do you know how to talk about the weather in nuučaan̓uł? Let's practice our weather
vocabulary by describing weather conditions outside.

Activity #1: Draw the Weather
The following three pages show an outdoor scene and a phrase in nuučaan̓uł describing
the weather.

Use pencil crayons, markers, or other art supplies to decorate each scene for the right
weather conditions. You can add more details to the scene than what appears in the
outline. Be sure to dress the characters in the right clothes for the weather!

nuučaan̓uł Weather Words and Phrases

ʔaaqinʔaƛḥa hitaas. (How’s the weather?) łiw̓aḥak (cloudy)

m̓iƛaaʔaƛma. (It’s raining now.) k̓eeʔin (crow)

yuʔiʔaƛma. (It’s windy now.) ʔučqak (foggy)

ʔučqak̓aƛma. (It’s foggy now.) k̓ʷimaac (frost)

k̓ʷisaaʔaƛma. (It’s snowing now.) kacaa (hailing)

quxʷaaʔaƛma. (It’s freezing now.) ƛ̓upaa (hot weather)

łiw̓aḥak̓aƛma. (It’s cloudy now.) quux (ice)

ƛ̓upaaʔaƛma. (It’s hot now.) qʷinii (seagull)

kacaaʔaƛma. (It’s hailing now.) k̓ʷisaa (snowing)

k̓ʷimacak̓aƛma. (It’s frosty now.) wiiqsii (stormy)

p̓išaačišt̓aƛma. (The sea is rough now.) m̓iƛaa (rain)

ʔuuqumḥi (calm weather) yuʔi (windy)
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m̓iƛaaʔaƛma.

© 2021, Toquaht Nation
Created in collaboration with Learning Bird 2



ʔučqak̓aƛma.
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kacaaʔaƛma.
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Activity #2: Weather Charades
1. Choose a partner to work with for this activity.

2. Find a space with enough room for the two of you to move around.

3. Ask your partner: “ʔaaqinʔaƛḥa hitaas.”

4. Your partner will choose one of the weather conditions from the list below:

m̓iƛaaʔaƛma. yuʔiʔaƛma.

ʔučqak̓aƛma. k̓ʷisaaʔaƛma.

quxʷaaʔaƛma. łiw̓aḥak̓aƛma.

ƛ̓upaaʔaƛma. kacaaʔaƛma.

k̓ʷimacak̓aƛma. p̓išaačišt̓aƛma.

5. Your partner has to act out this weather condition for you without talking. They
can move their body, face, and mouth—but can’t make a sound!

6. Say the weather condition your partner is acting out in nuučaan̓uł.

7. Your partner should let you know if you've guessed correctly or if you need to
keep trying.

8. After you finish guessing, switch roles! Now your partner asks “ʔaaqinʔaƛḥa
hitaas,” and you choose a weather condition for them to guess.

Activity #3: Weather Report
Bob Mundy shares a story about how crows and seagulls predict the weather.

ʔuuʕay̓imč ʔukłaama hiłḥʔaƛquu k̓eeʔin hat̓iis̓ c̓aaḥtisʔi. ʔuʔuwaqḥma ʔani
ʔuuqumḥičiƛw̓it̓as.

It’s called ʔuuʕay̓imč when crows bathe in a stream on the beach. It means that the weather
is going to get calm.
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ʔuḥmaa qʷinii wiiʕay̓imč. hišimłʔaƛquu hiłḥ hitinqis, matšiʔaƛʔaała huułapičiʔaƛ, qacc̓ačiłšiƛ
qʷaaʔap, wiiʕay̓imč ʔukłaa. ʔuʔuwaqḥweʔin ʔani wiiqsiičiƛw̓it̓as.

Seagulls, on the other hand, forecast bad weather. When they stand on the beach,
periodically flying up and circling for three days, it’s called wiiʕay̓imč. It means that it’s going
to get stormy.

- ʔamaawatuʔa Bob Mundy

"Texts by ʔamaawatuʔa Bob Mundy" is licensed under CC BY 4.0
http://kwistuup.net/n/b/files/MUNDY_B_texts.pdf

In this activity, you and a partner will be k̓eeʔin (Crow) and qʷinii (Seagull). You will
present a weather report to your class in nuučaan̓uł.

1. Choose a partner to work with for this activity.

2. Look at the weather forecast for the next 7 days. You can use the internet, an
app, or the newspaper.

3. Can you say these weather conditions in nuučaan̓uł? If not, re-watch the video
again or ask other language speakers to help you learn the vocabulary.

3. Practice saying these weather conditions out loud. Listen carefully to help each
other with pronunciation.

4. Draw pictures to show what the weather will look like for each day in your
forecast. You can also draw fun activities that people can do in this weather.

5. Work with your partner to sort the weather conditions into “good” and “bad,” or
“calm” and “rough.”

6. With your partner, decide who will be k̓eeʔin (Crow) and who will be qʷinii
(Seagull) for your presentation.

7. Present your weather report to the class in nuučaan̓uł. k̓eeʔin (Crow) should
present the “good” or “calm” weather conditions, and qʷinii (Seagull) should
present the “bad” or “rough” weather conditions.

Don't forget to show the pictures that you drew for each day! You can also set up
a desk and chairs at the front of the class to pretend that you're on TV.
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