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Memories in nuu¢aanut
moot¢is

In the story “mootCis,” ?Pamaawatu?a Bob Mundy and huuhtaksiih?ap Henry Kammler
have a conversation in nuu¢aanut about Bob’s memory of a cat he had as a little boy.

What memories are special to you, and how can you talk about them in nuu¢aanut? We
will practice vocabulary for speaking about memories in the following activities.

Activity #1: Learning nuuéaanut Words from the Story
"mootGis"
Review the story “mootCis,” and study the nuu¢aanut words and phrases. You can also

watch the video or listen to the story by visiting the Toquaht Language Project website
at toquahtlanguage.com.

mootCis

Henry:
?aaqicithak (what do you) Auu (remember) ?uumaéul’(Wai\quuk (when you talk
about) yagqitiik (that which was your) mabiii (house) qwiyiyiik (when you were)

me?iAqac?is (a little boy)? ?ayaaqi’\asithasuu (were lots of you living together)?

Bob:

wik (no) ?animtukwitah (there was only my) um?iiqsu (mother) ?ah?aa?aA (and)

e v .

Henry:
?unaakithak (did you have) piiSpis (cat)?

Bob:

e v .
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Henry:
CaCimtnakitha?at (did they have names)?

Bob:
haa?a (yes).

Henry:

i\uuéi)\bak (do you remember)?

Bob:

¢awaakitma (one did) ?uktaa (have as name) moot€is.

Henry:
?agaqha (what is) ?ah (that)?

Bob:

mootSis.

Henry:

mootSis?

Bob:

?anahisukvitma (just that its ... was) sita (tail) mutqyuu (amputated).

Henry:

nana?amah (| understand).
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Bob:
?aphtaal,(ai\ (now it was half)

Henry:
?aphtaal’(ai\ (it was half now) sitaat?i (its tail)

Bob:
sitaat?i (its tail).

[mootCis means “Little Amputated One.”]

Activity #2: What Am | Thinking About?

I’'m thinking hard about a memory, but I'm having trouble picturing some of the details.
Can you help me remember?

Look at the vocabulary in the Word Bank:

Word Bank
me?iAgac?is ne?iigsu 2um?iigsu
sita piigpis mahtii
mootCis Auu mutqyuu

Next, draw a picture for each of these words in the thought bubble below.
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Then, in the box below, arrange these pictures to make a scene that tells a story.
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Activity #3: Listening and Learning From Each Other

Henry may have learned some new words or phrases in nuu¢aanut while listening to
Bob share a story from his childhood.

Likewise, you can add to your nuu¢aanut vocabulary by interviewing someone you care
about and learning more about their lives.

1. Choose a person that you would like to interview for this activity. For example,
you can choose a friend, a family member, an Elder, or another language learner.

Write the name of your interviewee here and their relationship to you in
nuucaanut:

2. Think of a list of questions to ask your interviewee in nuu¢aanut about their life.
These can be questions about their childhood, their family, their
language-learning journey, or any topic that is important to you.

Visit Ucluelet dialect domain sets (https://bit.ly/3ghKrFK), FirstVoices

(https://bit.ly/35L7UWj), or ask a fluent language speaker from your community to
help you.

Examples of interview questions:

e waayathhak. (Where do you live?)
e waayathithak qwiyiik tane?is. (Where did you live when you were a child?)
e waasighithak qu?iiCiA. (Where did you grow up?)

e Jaqiisithak?aata qviyiik tane?is. (What did you eat when you were a child?)
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Write 5-10 of your own interview questions in the space below:

3. Meet with your interviewee and ask your questions. Listen carefully and
respectfully to their answers.

If you want to take notes, ask for permission to write down what they say or to
use a voice recorder.

4. After your interview, make a list of keywords in nuu¢aanut from the conversation.
These can include new vocabulary that your interviewee used, important ideas
that they talked about, or words you would use to describe your interview
experience.
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Activity #4: A Funny Memory

Henry and Bob share a good laugh when they talk about mootCis the cat. Laughter can
help us remember the stories that make us feel good or even create new memories to
treasure forever.

Can you think of a funny memory from your own life that makes you smile or laugh like
this?

Share this memory in the space below. Try to use as much nuu¢aanut vocabulary as
you can.

If you need more space, you can use the other side of this page or continue writing in a
notebook.
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